Merry Christmas Luncheon 117/22, 14:15

Come Join us for our annual
CAPT Bob Helster, USN (ret) Christmas Celebration
at the Chartiers Country Club from
1300 to 1600 hours. Bring a wrapped
gift to exchange and get ready for
prizes and surprises.

COL Carmen DiGiacomo

Chapter Updates from the President

BG Peter Bellisario
Two weeks ago | was sworn in as the president of the MOAA
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Merry Christmas Luncheon

Pat Seda-Rivera

LTC Charles Chasler

Ed Blank

LTC Jon Comis

Carolyn Brahney

LTC John Carroll

LTC Wm Pentecost,USAR

Joan Bellisario

Pennsylvania Council of Chapters. Having me in this position
can only help Pittsburgh develop into an even more successful
chapter.

We are busy planning a full schedule of speakers for the 2022
calendar year luncheons, and are planning additional
activities that will interest families and younger members.
We must recruit younger members and get current younger
people involved. With an average chapter age approaching
80, the need is obvious.

Many senior chapter members have already done their duty and
stepped forward. They continue to advise me and | welcome
their willingness to step forward and help me. But we really
need the help of members who are nearing military and
civilian retirement or have launched their children, to help
carry the load. The chapter will only succeed when we have
more hands doing the work.

MOAA, at all levels, is a non-partisan organization that
advocates for the needs of service members and veterans, and
that educates members regarding relevant issues to create a
more knowledgeable membership.

There is quite a bit of information below. Please take the time
to read through all of it and click on the links.

117/22, 14:15

Foreign Affairs Update (a new monthly
feature)

Our primary strength has always primarily been our “soft” power
... the idea that we were admired and emulated; our clothing,
slang, movies, and music. The Land of Opportunity, that our
children would have a better life. That we practiced what we
preached. We were not a world power until early in the 20th
Century. But we were admired, and boat after boat brought
immigrants to our shores seeking a better life. Will shifting
geopolitics and climate change cripple Washington’s current
world order? Here is one historian's view:

“While using its unprecedented power to promote a liberal
international system based on human rights and inviolable
sovereignty, Washington - in the post WWII years -
simultaneously violated those same principles all too often in
pursuit of its national self-interest—a disconcerting duality
between power and principle that has afflicted every global order
since the 16th century.

... Beyond Washington'’s strategic failings, there was another far
more fundamental force already at work eroding its global

power. After seven decades of the profligate kind of fossil-fuel
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consumption that became synonymous with the US world
system, climate change is now profoundly disrupting the whole
human community.

...In the 600 years since the age of exploration first brought the
continents into close contact, 90 empires have come and gone.
But there have been just three new world orders, each of which
survived until it suffered some version of cataclysmic mass
death. After the bubonic plague, also known as the Black Death,
wiped out an estimated 60 percent of medieval Europe’s
population, the Portuguese and then Spanish empires expanded
to form the first of those world orders, which continued for three
centuries until 1805.

The devastation of the Napoleonic wars then launched the
succeeding British imperial system, which survived a full century
until 1914. Similarly, Washington’s hegemony, along with its
current world order, arose from the devastating destruction of
World War II. Now, climate change is unleashing cataclysmic
environmental changes that could soon enough overshadow
such past catastrophes, while damaging or destroying the global
order that has pervaded the planet for the past 70 years.

...{But} If the “Chinese century” does indeed start around 2030,
barring remarkable advances in the reduction of the use of fossil
fuels on this planet, it’s likely to end sometime around 2050
when its main financial center is flooded out and its agricultural
heartland begins to swelter in insufferable heat. ... The
environmental destruction in our future will be so profound that
anything less than the emergence of a new form of global
governance—one capable of protecting the planet and the
human rights of all its inhabitants—will mean that wars over
water, land, and people are likely to erupt across the planet amid
climate chaos. Absent some truly fundamental change in our
global governance and in energy use, by mid-century humanity
will begin to face disasters of an almost unimaginable kind that
will make imperial orders of any sort something for the history
books.”

Alfred McCoy, the J.R.W. Smail Professor of History at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/american-
hegemony-climate/

Below are two helpful diagrams on what China is trying to
achieve by dominating the first and second island chains that
control the flow of a huge fraction of the world's commerce.
Things by no means are a lock for China and we must not throw
in the towel. The Chinese as a country have peaked in many
ways, and are trying to lock in a favorable situation while they
are strong enough to do it. But this is what makes our time so
dangerous. And we haven't even talked about Russia ... that will
be coming soon.
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Territorial Claims in the South China Sea

Six countries lay claim to at least a portion of the resource-rich Spratly Islands. The overlapping maritime claims
combined with China's maritime expansionism and the involvement of major naval powers have roiled the waters
in the South China Sea for most of the past six years
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The COVID Omicron Variant

First identified in Botswana, where only 10.2% of the the
population is vaccinated, the Omicron variant, B.1.1.529, is
quite a bit different from previous COVID viruses and has
now been reported in other countries. Because of the stark
gap between vaccination programs in different countries and
affordability of the vaccine, many people overseas haven’t been
able to get the shot. The shot’s become politicized in the US,
unlike previous vaccines for flu, polio, and childhood
diseases. Because so many people are refusing to be
vaccinated, the virus is able to mutate and adapt. The
disease rates in the US among the unvaccinated are scary and
getting much worse. Hospitals again are filling up. This is a
prime cause of the economic distortions you see with inflation
and the supply chain disruptions.

One thing is clear, until Third World populations get vaccinated,
and misinformed people in developed countries like the US start
to get their shots, COVID will remain out of control across the
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planet. Getting the shot is not a matter personal choice; it is
a matter of personal responsibility. This virus will continue to
impact Americans’ ability to buy domestic & imported products
and, with the Omicron variant, scientists expect that current
vaccines’ effectiveness could be compromised to a degree but it
is too early to tell.

Stay tuned and talk with your doctor about getting your
shots/booster. Please stay safe. We have unvaccinated
chapter members who have gotten COVID and had severe
complications, including ICU. The chapter members who have
been vaccinated but still got COVID had relatively mild cases
and were not hospitalized. Getting the shot doesn’t mean you
won’t get it - you should still practice precautions - but it
does mean that you are very unlikely to die or be
hospitalized. COVID has already needlessly killed over
750,000 Americans. Almost everyone knows someone who has
died from it. Too often the dead were those who refused to get
vaccinated.

General Greene Christmas Party

Please join me as | drive to Latrobe to celebrate the Christmas
season with chapter president David Johnston and the members
of the MOAA General Greene Chapter on Thursday 02

December:

Location: DeNunzio's at the Latrobe Airport (upper ballroom),
easy trip off the Turnpike/lrwin exit/take Rte 30 east of
Greensburg

Date/Time: Thursday, 02 Dec / Social at 1130 / Lunch Served at
1215

Menu Selections / Cost: Choice of Mixed Green Salad with
Chicken Romano -- or -- Baked Fish Sandwich (desert, wine,
water, lemonade, ice tea, coffee, tea included) / Cost is $28 per
person

As is the General Greene tradition, they encourage attendees to
bring gifts that they will distribute to needy veterans. Col. Nancy
Anderson recommends the following examples -- socks,

toiletries, paperbacks or other easy to read materials -- DO NOT
GIFTWRAP.

Contact ASAP: johnstond@wpa.net
PH: 724-423-3771
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2022 Luncheon Schedule
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10 April, 05 June, 14 August, 09 October, 11 December (Christmas Party)

Other activities, social and public service, to be announced later
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