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MOAA Pittsburgh - A Five Star Chapter
Chartered on Veterans Day - 11 November 1965

Our Mission: "Never Stop Serving!"

Luncheon Meetings Schedule for 2026 -

July 19, 2026
October 11, 2026
December 6, 2026 (Holiday Party)

Chartiers Country Club
601 Baldwin Rd, Pittsburgh PA 15205
Social Hour/Cash Bar: 1:00 PM to 1:30 PM
Chapter Meeting: 1:30 PM
Lunch and Program: 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Lunch Served Promptly at 2:00 PM
Chartiers Country Club | Pittsburgh, PA

MOAA's MISSION

To preserve and protect earned benefits for
our uniformed services, veterans, their
families, and surviving spouses through
advocacy, leadership, education and service.

Let's do our volunteer duties and notify our government
representatives of our needs!

WHY JOIN MOAA?

https:/lyoutu.be/42YD9d8WI5Q
MOAA | Sign In

* MOAA and all of its affiliates are nonpartisan organizations.



https://chartierscc.com/
https://youtu.be/42YD9d8WI5Q
https://moaa.quorum.us/sign_in/
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MOAA Pittsburgh's April 19. 2026
Luncheon/Meeting Review

(19 members / 12 guest in attendance)

*Guest Speaker — AARP Associate Director
Ms. Colleen Cadman

Presentation of National Awards — Robert
Heister, PACOC President

MOAA PGH Chapter received three 5-STAR
Awards

MOAA - 2025 Levels of Excellence

5-STAR Leader of Excellence Awards for Pennsylvania
o Keystone Capital Chapter
e Lancaster Chapter
o MOAA Pittsburgh Chapter
¢ Pennsylvania Council of Chapters, MOAA

Col. Marvin J. Harris Communications Awards for Pennsylvania
o Keystone Capital Chapter: 5-Star Newsletter
e Lancaster Chapter: 4-Star Newsletter; 5-Star Website
o MOAA Pittsburgh Chapter: 5-Star Newsletter; 5-Star Website
e Pennsylvania Council of Chapters, MOAA: 4-Star Newsletter
o Valley Forge Chapter: 4-Star Website
¢ Willow Grove Chapter MOAA: 4-Star Newsletter; 5-Star Website



mailto:julio.moaa@comcast.net
mailto:thomastallon@verizon.net
mailto:rjdigiacomo@zoominternet.net
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/moaa-awards/2025-levels-of-excellence/

AARP Assoc. Director Presents

Veterans, Active Duty, and Military Families |
AARP

| MOAA NATIONAL

sll}\\/ARDS PRESENTATION B

The 2026 MOAA PGH JROTC/ ROTC PROGRAM

The 2026 JROTC/ROTC program was a success, once again coordinated by
LTC (Ret.) Charles Chasler with the help of several new presenters.

This year, we increased the number of programs offered. Additionally,
through coordination with other chapters, we realigned responsibilities to
improve proficiency across the board.

ROTC ROUND UP

University ROTC Completed = 3
High School JROTC Completed = 13
Total = 16

General Greene Chapter (Greensburg) 2027 Transfers
=5

*The General Greene Chapter is revitalizing its ROTC Program and will be acquiring five schools
currently under our purview that are located closer to their base.

We are continuing to coordinate with the General Greene Chapter to enhance both of our
programs and ensure the best interests of the schools involved.


https://www.aarp.org/veterans/
https://www.aarp.org/veterans/

MAJ Hahn presents to Air Force MAJ Hahn presents to Air Force
JROTC Cadet Ellibe at McKeesport JROTC Cadet Raina at North
High School Allegheny High School

MAJ Hahn presents Air Force JROTC MAJ Hahn presents to Air Force
Cadet Tovolei at Laurel Highlands JROTC Cadet Sabo at Ligonier Valley
High School High School
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BG Pleczkowski presents to the

Air Force JROTC Cadet Luther at
Plum High School

BG Pleczkowski presents to a
University of Pittsburgh Air Force
Cadet on the Gateway Clipper.

CPT Kysela presents to Army JROTC
Cadet at Beaver High School Banquet
Richard DiGiacomo presents to Army

ROTC Cadet Bilak at Slippery Rock
University



Chad Rittle Presents Air Force JROTC awards
to Cadets at Pine Richland High School




Look into applying for the MOAA Education Scholarships and Grants for your kids!

The MOAA Education Assistance Program

Scholarships & Interest-Free Loans for College Students of Military Families

Program Link -

For additional information about our program including
answers to frequently asked questions LINK -


https://charities.moaa.org/scholarship-fund/loan-programs/

JULY LUNCH MEETING

Tentative Schedule -

1:00 PM - Social hour
1:30 - Short slide review, welcome speaker
2:00 PM - Lunch Served

2:45 PM - Speaker -

Senator Devlin Robinson

Pennsylvania's 37th District
Serving Allegheny County

Home - Senator Robinson

July Luncheon Menu
$35.00 per meal.

Meal Purchase is not required to attend the
meeting/luncheon.

Garden salad

Selection of one entree-

Chef carved sirloin with gravy
or
Grilled salmon with Peperonata Sauce

Sides of -

Sautéed fresh corn and zucchini
and
Roasted red potatoes


https://moaacharities.smapply.us/protected/nr/p5RCq/Education_Assistance_Program_FAQs.pdf
https://senatorrobinson.com/

Dessert-

Pecan ball with chocolate sauce
Whipped cream and a cherry

*Vegetarian Lunch will be available upon order.

MEALS RSVP to our Event Planner Pat Seda-Rivera will be made by
phone call (412-704-5070) or by email to (julio.moaa@comcast.net)
by Thursday July 16, 2026, with entree selection for each attendee.

All payment transactions for meals will take place when entering
the luncheon at the door by Cash or Check.

The Cheddar Up System is now back on-line and operational

but will now only be used for Dues payment and Donations.

Please make checks payable to- MOAA Pittsburgh Chapter

Note-

Our Chapter's Holiday VA Donation Box for the Southwest Veteran Center will
be out for collection this Luncheon/Meeting.

Also, our Holiday Season Cards for Veteran's program will also be accepting.
cards

Basic Donation List:

Socks, coin purses/wallets/fanny packs/crossbodies, and full-size personal care
items (shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, oral hygiene items, body
spray, hairbrush, combs, etc.). These items can all be found at your local Dollar
Tree store at a cost savings.

We
Need
You!!!

2026 CHAPTER EVENTS SCHEDULED

"Volunteers Needed!"
Please contact our Membership Chair LTC (Ret.) Dan Hart


https://my.cheddarup.com/c/moaa-pittsburgh-donations-and-dues/items

hartfitnessl@verizon.net

* SEPTEMBER 26, 2026- JOINT VSO VETERAN PICNIC
Member Lead - CAPT Polly Bozdech-Veater
Location- PGH, PA- vA Hospital H J Heinz Campus - (ROA, Navy League etc.)

* OCTOBER 4, 2026 — VETERAN OUTREACH BINGO
Member Lead — Chaplain (Father) John Dinello
Location - Carnegie, PA, (All saints Polish National Catholic Church)

« OCTOBER 17, 2026- MOAA BIKE RIDE (MARCH/WALK)
Member Leads — Membership Chair Dan Hart, Jack Eckenrode
Location - The Panhandle Trail (Bulger, PA to Francis Mine Road)

* OCT/NOV/DEC (TBD) 2026- VA BINGO
Member Lead — Events Planner Pat Seda-Rivera
Location — PGH, PA- southwest Veterans Center (SWVC)

"2026 DUES WERE DUE IN APRIL, BUT IT IS NEVER TOO LATE, PAY ON-LINE!"

MOAA PITTSBURGH DONATIONS AND DUES - Cheddar Up

MOAA Membership



mailto:hartfitness1@verizon.net
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/moaa-pittsburgh-donations-and-dues/items
https://www.moaa.org/joinmoaatoday?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAhbi8BhDIARIsAJLOluexgHkuY5lAKcMg97NXnrQ3MMalxOsb4L2_mufWd7Fq3ctQ8Vkp-Y0aAsuDEALw_wcB

LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER

Why Advocacy? - MOAA'’s Mission

* Champion and maintain policies Veterans in Congress
sustaining the all-volunteer force.

* Navigate a challenging fiscal

environment o
300

400

+ Ensure military and veteran voices
are heard in Congress:

— 389in 1969 - 73%

150
— 129 in 2007 - 24% -
— 93 veterans serving today in 50 '

Congress - 17% 0

*Register now and make a Difference! Spouses can

also register and write our congressmen electronically
on Veteran Issues.

MOAA | Sign In

MOAA - Make Your Voice Heard With MOAA'’s Legislative Action Center

MOAA | Action Center

MOAA - News Listing

Pennsylvania Senators, Representatives, and Congressional District Maps - GovTrack.us



https://moaa.quorum.us/sign_in/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/advocacy/make-your-voice-heard-with-moaas-legislative-action-center/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/news-listing/?cat=107
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/PA

VIRTUAL CHAPTERS WEBLINK-

IF YOU ARE NOT INTERESTED IN JOINING OR STAYING WITH A CHAPTER, YOU MAY BE A
FIT FOR A VIRTUAL

CHAPTERS | Moaacvc

MOAA PGH BIKE/ RUN/ WALK

?

Chesnuthm  |©

MOAA PGH BIKE/ RUN/ WALK

being planned for October 3, 2026, start at 12:00
AM @ the Panhandle Trail (Bulger, PA- Senior
Member Jack Eckenrode’s Rally Area)

to commemorate our country's 250th.

OCTOBER 17, 2026- MOAA BIKE RIDE (MARCH/WALK)
Member Leads — Membership Chair Dan Hart, Jack Eckenrode
Location - The Panhandle Trail (Bulger, PA to Francis Mine Road)

Panhandle Trail - Wikipedia

MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW.

Il'lﬁ Pennsylvania Council of Chapters
g |! Military Officers Association of America



https://www.moaavirtualchapters.org/chapters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panhandle_Trail

The next PACOC meeting is scheduled for August 29, 2026 at Carlisle, PA. MOAA
National's Senior Director (Affiliated Councils & Chapters) CPT Frank Michael will be
visiting.

If anyone is interested in attending the May meeting or sitting in on the meeting by
Zoom, make President Jon P. Comis aware and he will provide you the agenda with
more information and/or the current links.

Note: Our chapter's Inmediate Past President, Robert Heister is currently the PACOC President.

Surviving Spouse Corner

Our Surviving Spouse Liaison, Oralia Ferretti, is always ready to answer any
guestions. Please reach out to Oralia. Her phone number and email address are
located in the Pittsburgh Chapter Leader Section.

Click the links below to view content:

Surviving_Spouse Corner: Join Our Virtual Chapter

MOAA's Surviving Spouse Resources Website

Surviving Spouse Corner: Improve Your Mental Skills with These Brain
Exercises

Surviving Spouse Advisory Council Learn more about MOAA's Surviving
Spouse programs and resources here.

Did you know there is a MOAA Surviving Spouses & Friends Facebook
Group?

MOAA Surviving Spouses & Friends Facebook Group has over 850 members and
provides updated information on important surviving spouse issues — especially
regarding legislation important to surviving spouses and their families. Former SSAC



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-join-our-virtual-chapter/__;!!EgKabfkQtzI!qRwOBIKpJ5-zCSI4dr_tk_qzuwVUBeteG4l0uARP0XbHinxCjmgnHFuco2EChnCjYGgcn2Rm-Pl-WIjRmwQztSM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/i-am-a-surviving-spouse/__;!!EgKabfkQtzI!qRwOBIKpJ5-zCSI4dr_tk_qzuwVUBeteG4l0uARP0XbHinxCjmgnHFuco2EChnCjYGgcn2Rm-Pl-WIjRsd3LtYk$
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-improve-your-mental-skills-with-these-brain-exercises/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-improve-your-mental-skills-with-these-brain-exercises/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-council/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/581427115240904/

member Kathy Prout is the administrator, with Kathy Thorp and Nancy Mullen
assisting.

VA INFORMATION

VA Is Rewriting Big Pieces of the Disability Rating Playbook |
Military.com

PENNSYLVANIA VETERAN'S REGISTRY LINK-

https://lwww.dmva.pa.goviveteransaffairs/pages/outreach-
and-reintegration/pennsylvaniaveteransregistry.aspx

https:/lwww.va.govlfiles/2024-08/NCP-PCL-Handout-
VA-Resource-Navigator-508.pdf

Pennsylvania
g Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs

EWE OF MILITARY AN

PAVETConnect

PA VETConnect Site

pa.gov/dmva



https://www.military.com/feature/2026/02/15/va-rewriting-big-pieces-of-disability-rating-playbook.html?ESRC=mr_260309.nl&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mr&utm_campaign=20260309
https://www.military.com/feature/2026/02/15/va-rewriting-big-pieces-of-disability-rating-playbook.html?ESRC=mr_260309.nl&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mr&utm_campaign=20260309
https://www.dmva.pa.gov/veteransaffairs/pages/outreach-%20and-reintegration/pennsylvaniaveteransregistry.aspx%C2%A0
https://www.dmva.pa.gov/veteransaffairs/pages/outreach-%20and-reintegration/pennsylvaniaveteransregistry.aspx%C2%A0
https://www.va.gov/files/2024-08/NCP-PCL-Handout-VA-Resource-Navigator-508.pdf
https://www.va.gov/files/2024-08/NCP-PCL-Handout-VA-Resource-Navigator-508.pdf
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Pittsburgh-area VSOs

VAPHS

pittsburgh.va.gov

Heather.Steele@va.gov

VA Pittsburgh Health Care | Veterans Affairs

VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System | Pittsburgh PA | Facebook

FY25Q1 VAPHS Veterans Town Hall

Veterans Health Administration

Applying for Benefits - Veterans Benefits Administration

Find A VA Accredited Representative Or VSO | Veterans Affairs

VSAFE

VA Decision Reviews And Appeals | Veterans Affairs

About the Veterans Legacy Memorial (VLM)_- National Cemetery Administration

National Cemetery of the Alleghenies - National Cemetery Administration

Veterans Burial Allowance And Transportation Benefits | Veterans Affairs

Pittsburgh Regional Office Home

Veterans Service Organizations accredited
representatives to Assist - VA Accredited Representative
FAQs | Veterans Affairs

The following Veterans Service Organizations are located at the
Pittsburgh Regional Office (FEDERAL BUILDING):

¢ American Legion, Room 1607, 412-395-6230/6231 (Hours 8:00am-4:00pm)

e American Veterans, Room 1605, 412-395-6248 (By Appointment)

¢ Disabled American Veterans, Room 1606, 412-395-6241 (Hours: 8:00am-3:00pm,
except Wednesdays 8:00am-11:30am)

¢ Paralyzed Veterans of America, Room 1602, 412-395-6255 (Hours 7:00am-3:30pm)

¢ Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, Room 1612, 412-395-
6225 (Hours 8:15am-4:30pm)

« Veterans of Foreign Wars, Room 1601, 412-395-6259 (Hours 8:30am-4:00pm)


https://www.facebook.com/VAPHS/
https://www.va.gov/pittsburgh-health-care/
mailto:Heather.Steele@va.gov
https://www.va.gov/pittsburgh-health-care/
https://www.facebook.com/VAPHS/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVHA/bulletins/3bf4827
https://www.va.gov/health/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/Applying.asp
https://www.va.gov/get-help-from-accredited-representative/find-rep/
https://vsafe.gov/
https://www.va.gov/decision-reviews/
https://www.cem.va.gov/VLM/
https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ncalleghenies.asp
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/pittsburgh/
https://www.va.gov/resources/va-accredited-representative-faqs/
https://www.va.gov/resources/va-accredited-representative-faqs/
http://www.legion.org/
http://www.amvets.org/
http://www.dav.org/
http://www.pva.org/
http://www.dmva.state.pa.us/
http://www.vfw.org/

MOAA QUICK LINKS CORNER

This Corner will help you link to the information needed for numerous
questions on the benefits of joining MOAA to federal, state and regional
information, and our new chapter website.

Why join MOAA-
MOAA - Why Join MOAA

MOAA's Military State
MOAA - MOAA’s Military State Report Card and Tax Guide

Policy and Procedure Guidelines-
MOAA - Council and Chapters Policy and Procedure Guide Details

Ask the EXPERTS! (new)-
MOAA - AskTheExperts

Surviving Spouses-
MOAA - 1 Am a Surviving_ Spouse

MOAA Legislative Action Center
MOAA | Legislative Action Center (quorum.us)

MOAA ROTC Program
MOAA - MOAA ROTC/JROTC Awards Program

MOAA Council and Chapter Dates to Know-
MOAA - Council and Chapter Dates to Know

The MOAA Newsletter-
MOAA - The MOAA Newsletter

Events Calendar-
MOAA - MOAA Events

MOAA Council and Chapter Awards-
MOAA - Council and Chapter Awards

MOAA Scholarship Fund-
MOAA - Scholarship Fund

MOAA Publications-
MOAA - MOAA Publications

PA Council of Chapters-
Who We Are - PA Council of Chapters (pa-coc.org)

Southwestern Veteran's Center-
Southwestern Veterans' Center (pa.gov)

Soldiers and Sailors-
Soldiers' and Sailors' (pa.gov)

Pittsburgh MOAA


https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/state-report-card/statereportcard/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/council-and-chapters-policy-and-procedure-guide-details/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/council-and-chapters-policy-and-procedure-guide-details/
https://www.moaa.org/micro/asktheexperts/asktheexperts/
https://www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/i-am-a-surviving-spouse/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/moaa-awards/moaa-rotcjrotc-awards-program/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/council-and-chapter-management/council-and-chapter-dates-to-know-2019-2020/
https://www.moaa.org/content/tmn/the-moaa-newsletter/
https://www.moaa.org/content/events/moaa-events/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapters-and-councils/council-and-chapter-awards/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/scholarship-fund/scholarship-fund/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/moaa-publications/#survivor
https://pa-coc.org/
https://www.dmva.pa.gov/paveteranshomes/SouthWesternVeteransCenter/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dmva.pa.gov/paveteranshomes/PASoldiersandSailors/Pages/default.aspx

Home | Moaa Pittsburgh Chap

MOAA - pittsburgh

Veteran Service Organizations and Mil Links

American Legion: The American Legion a U.S. Veterans Association

AMVETS: AMVETS: Serving American Veterans

Catholic War Veterans: Catholic Veterans Organization - Catholic War Veterans of the United
States of America

Disabled American Vets (DAV): DAV : Disabled American Veterans

Jewish War Veterans: Home - Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A.

Military Affairs Council of Western Pennsylvania (MACWPA): About MACWPA | Military Affairs

Council Western PA

Military Order of the Purple Heart: https:/lwww.purpleheart.org/

Operation Troop Appreciation: Operation Troop Appreciation | Dedicated To the Armed Forces

Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA): Home

Veterans Breakfast Club: Veterans Stories - Every Veteran Has a Story - Veterans Breakfast
Club

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): https:/lwww.vfw.org/

Vietnam Veterans Inc: Vietham Veterans, Inc — "Esprit de Corp" among Vietnam Veterans

Wounded Warrior Project: Veterans Charity - Non Profit Organization for Veterans

316th ESC: 316th ESC

171st Air Refueling Wing: 171st Air Refueling Wing > Home

911th Airlift Wing: About Us

MILITARY TRAVEL

Poppin Smoke (free information on military travel) - subscribe here!

MOAA - Your Introduction to Space-A Travel

Quickstart Guide to Military Space-A Flights - Poppin' Smoke

Where to Find Military Space-A Flight Schedules - Poppin' Smoke

Military Space-A Lodging: Eligibility and Reservation Tips - Poppin' Smoke
Space-A Travel

Military Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR)_Lodging: Resorts, Cottages, and
Campgrounds - Poppin' Smoke



https://www.moaapgh.org/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/pittsburgh/
https://www.legion.org/
https://www.amvets.org/
https://thecwv.org/
https://thecwv.org/
https://www.dav.org/
https://www.jwv.org/
https://militaryaffairscouncilwesternpa.org/about/
https://militaryaffairscouncilwesternpa.org/about/
https://operationtroopappreciation.org/
https://pva.org/
https://veteransbreakfastclub.org/
https://veteransbreakfastclub.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
https://vietnamveteransinc.com/
https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/
https://www.usar.army.mil/377thTSC/316thESC/
https://www.171arw.ang.af.mil/
https://www.pittsburgh.afrc.af.mil/About-Us/
https://click.convertkit-mail.com/5qukd0x9x6i7hn04g7vi6h95qqv44in/48hvhehmpzrv8rax/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucG9wcGluc21va2UuY29tL2Z3ZC1zdWJzY3JpYmUtdG8tcG9wcGluLXNtb2tlLw==
https://www.moaa.org/content/events/finance/introduction-space-a-travel/
https://www.poppinsmoke.com/space-a-flights/
https://www.poppinsmoke.com/military-space-a-flight-schedules/
https://www.poppinsmoke.com/on-base/space-a-lodging/
https://www.moaa.org/content/events/finance/introduction-space-a-travel/
https://www.poppinsmoke.com/military-mwr-resorts/
https://www.poppinsmoke.com/military-mwr-resorts/

Expat Military Retiree Interviews: Learn About Life Overseas - Poppin' Smoke

Poppin' Smoke | Facebook

Top Military Campgrounds

If you're planning to hit the road in your RV this year, use your benefits to stay at a
military campground.

With locations across the country, military "FamCamps" offer security, reasonable
rates, and easy access to other base facilities. Also, some are located in some truly
unique places!

Learn about 12 top military campgrounds recommended by seasoned military RV
travelers.

WEB LINK -

12 Awesome Military RV Parks to Try This Year - Poppin' Smoke

Space-A UPDATES!

LINK TO NEW GUIDE TO SPACE A TRAVEL -

https://9b77e252.click.convertkit-
mail4.com/wvuzp03738ighkmdrg4b7hng2okxxs8hqld2/kkhmh6hnzw5x5dsl/aHROCHM6LY93
d3cucG9wcGluc2lva2UuY29tL 3dwLWNvbnRIbnQvdXBsb2Fkcy8yMDI2LzAxLzJuZEVkaXRp
b25Qb3BwaW5TbW9rZUd1aWRIdG9TcGFjZUFUcmF2ZWwucGRm

e New immigration process rolling out at military passenger
terminals in Europe

e Clarification about travel-related benefits for disabled veterans

New Immigration Process at Bases in Europe

The European Union (EU) has begun a phased rollout of its electronic Entry/Exit
System (EES). Implementation started in October 2025 and is scheduled to finish by
10 April 2026.

EES is an automated system that registers non-EU nationals visiting for short stays
and replaces passport stamps. For full, accurate details, please visit the official
website.

This week, border control agents at the Ramstein AB passenger terminal began using
EES. Since this is a new system, passengers may encounter delays. If you're
planning to fly Space-A to or from Ramstein, pack your patience!

The NAVSTA Rota passenger terminal will implement EES at a later date. Space-A
travel to Rota remains restricted, and | do not have any indication that EES will
change that policy. (This article explains the restrictions and other details about flying
Space-A via Rota).

Ramstein and Rota matter most for Space-A travelers because those bases have the
most frequent direct flights between Europe and the United States. | will share


https://www.poppinsmoke.com/expat-military-interviews/
https://www.facebook.com/PoppinSmokeSite
https://9b77e252.click.convertkit-mail4.com/k0uwq6v7v4b6h5rzrqwalhorrer77f8hg6ex/e0hph7h76n5oglf8/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucG9wcGluc21va2UuY29tL21pbGl0YXJ5LXJ2LXBhcmtzLw==
https://www.poppinsmoke.com/military-rv-parks/
https://9b77e252.click.convertkit-mail4.com/wvuzp03738ighkmdrq4b7hnq2okxxs8hqld2/kkhmh6hnzw5x5dsl/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucG9wcGluc21va2UuY29tL3dwLWNvbnRlbnQvdXBsb2Fkcy8yMDI2LzAxLzJuZEVkaXRpb25Qb3BwaW5TbW9rZUd1aWRldG9TcGFjZUFUcmF2ZWwucGRm
https://9b77e252.click.convertkit-mail4.com/wvuzp03738ighkmdrq4b7hnq2okxxs8hqld2/kkhmh6hnzw5x5dsl/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucG9wcGluc21va2UuY29tL3dwLWNvbnRlbnQvdXBsb2Fkcy8yMDI2LzAxLzJuZEVkaXRpb25Qb3BwaW5TbW9rZUd1aWRldG9TcGFjZUFUcmF2ZWwucGRm
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updates about EES implementation at other EU passenger terminals as they become
available.

Also, note that Europe's electronic travel authorization, ETIAS, is scheduled to launch
in Q4 of this year. Learn about ETIAS and how it differs from EES on the official
website.

Travel Benefits for Disabled Veterans

Veterans with any service-connected disability rating, including 0%, can use many of
the travel-related benefits discussed on Poppin' Smoke, even if the veteran is not
retired from the military.

Get a detailed guide to those benefits here.

Space-A from Pittsburgh Air Reserve Station!

Several Air Reserve and National Guard bases offer occasional Space-A flights, and
things have picked up in Pittsburgh.
The 911th Airlift Wing at Pittsburgh Air Reserve Station has posted several missions
in recent months, including flights to:

 Prestwick, Scotland

« Two locations in Hawaii

- Santa Maria Island, Portugal (in the Azores)
Let's hope the trend continues! For updates, follow the 911th on
their website or Facebook page.

Looking for information about Space-A from other military passenger
terminals? Here's how to find it.

Space-A to Germany

With schools back in session, fall is a great time to fly Space-A to Germany.

Find out which bases have flights, plus get details on lodging and local transportation,
in our Space-A Location Guide to Ramstein AB.

Then, start planning the rest of your trip! Local castles, historic cities, and easy visits
to neighboring countries are all within reach.

Here are nine of our favorite things to do near Ramstein.

NATIONAL MOAA VACATIONS Council and Chapter Advertising Program

Our Pittsburgh Chapter placed advertisements for MOAA Vacations on our Website
and in our recent Newsletters. We will continue to participate in the program. This
qualifies us to receive a $200 payment from MOAA National.

See details on the program:
ChapterAds - MOAAVACATIONS
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MOAA SIGNATURE GROU PS .

Join MOAA Leadership and your fellow MOAA members
on these hosted cruises and land tours.

AFFORDABLE TRAVEL — Every MOAA Signature Group is @ negotiated special which is not available ta
the general public = cnly MOAA members and their guests can attend. You can, however, bring as
many friends and family members with you as you like.

EASIER, SAFER TRAVEL — Vacations are meant Lo be an escape. |Lis your time to relax and unwind,
explore, and discover. 5o, let us take care of the details. This is valuable time that doesn’t have to be
spent warrying about how you're going to get there or, what you're going to do when you get there

INCREASE THE FUN FACTOR —Being surrounded by like-minded people offers you the chance to
share experiences and make new memories together. Group travel can give you the chance to meet
people and make new friends, You'll meet individuals who are also passionate about travel and have
experiences that are similar to your own. With shared military backgrounds and values, camaraderie
forms naturally and often leads to lasting friendships.

2026 & 2027 SIGNATURE GROUPS

July 12-21, 2026 Highlights of Eastern Europe River Cruise 9-nights from 53,999
Qctober 1-10, 2026 Western Europe Yacht Cruise S-nights from %4,999
April 25-May 2, 2027 Castles Along the Rhine River Cruise 7-nights from 54,199
July 19-27, 2027 France & Spain Yacht Cruise 8-nights from 55,799
September 14-25, 2027 Circle Iceland Yacht Cruise 11-nights from 58,999

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES from The Official Travel Agency of MOAR

III Toll-Free Telephone: 1-800-211-5107
WACATIONS Email Address: mail@MOAAvac.co

For complete details, including detailed day-by-day itinarary, please visit us anline

Visit us online at www.MOAAvacations.com

Email Address IIIIMOAA Toll-Free Telephone
mail@MOAAvac.com VACATIONS 1-800-211-5107

We provide service on EVERY cruise line, EVERY ship and EVERY tour company in the world.

MOAAVACATIONS | TME
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* MOAA and all of its affiliates are nonpartisan organizations.

July 19, 2026
October 11, 2026
December 6, 2026 (Holiday Party)

MOAA Pittsburgh | 601 Baldwin Road | Pittsburgh, PA 15205 US
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